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Cauld Lad of Hylton
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There once was a stable boy who went by the name Robert Skelton. This young
lad was a stable boy for Robert Hylton, made Baron Hylton in 1295, who resided
in the aptly name castle Hylton Castle in Sunderland. One evening, Baron Hylton
ordered that his horse be prepared for the next morning, as he was to leave at
dawn. The young Robert Skelton however overslept. For his transgression, the
seething Baron Hylton decapitated the boy and stabbed him with a nearby pitch-
fork. Coming to his senses (for fear of trial and execution), Baron Hylton proceed-
ed to throw the young Robert Skelton’s remains into a nearby unused well.

Several months later, the body was discovered, and Baron Hylton was tried for the
murder, but unfortunately had an alibi due to bribing an old farm worker with
gold. Soon after the trial, and subsequent dismissal of the case, strange happen-
ings started to take place inside the castle. The kitchen would be tided at night if
left in @ mess, or made messy if left tidy. An unseen person would take hot ashes
from the fires and lie in them, leaving an imprint of a body.



Chamber pots would also be emptied on the floor. As a result, a cook decided to
stay up until midnight to try and catch the culprit. He saw the ghost of a naked
young boy who screamed “I’'m cold! I'm cold!”. The cook, out of sheer fright, threw
the ghost his cloak, making him seemingly disappear.

The ghost of Robert Skelton reappeared the next night thanking the cook for his
help (gifting him the cloak appeared to have lifted whatever curse the young boy
had been put under), never to return. There have, however, been people who have

visited the castle exclaim that they can still hear the poor ghostly boy scream “I'm
cold!” echo through the halls at night.




‘H»kzE% > The Cauld Lad of Hylton
~Haz BILERE At o — BIFBMELRAEY: S~
BB WS MAFLRELZL 892 fre A 0 (B3
S84 5R% AV e B R TR éﬁﬁ Eise ARRAE2

2BY2 o EERPAYEY OlzAR2 B RGS MefEr
v A% > (BrE-~FBRLESEG EY Eﬁb\%
1 B e B ErBAEN YR 0 T UA-FRn
B N 0 Bail-EE KT MR — B BV B
=0 ENEs 95 892 172 B ol 2 AR BR 5 [
Rrgs FEAMRRE o B2 R2 A2 GL R B
fts P92 LE&RSE B2 T2 A0/ > PR LTI =
PR B IR A2 00 R 0 Rt BRBh% o

-

.

{
E§|

O\ L

it
clat
—

E:

0o S+

A

The Cauld Lad of Hylton is a very traditional
story based in the northeast of the United
Kingdom. There are variations on the tale, but
this is the one | heard growing up from my
grandfather. Though it may be a little bit gory
(and scary too!), | like this tale a lot, as |
believe it holds a very important message.
Never take what anyone says at face value,

and always try to understand where someone
is coming from, even though their actions may
cause discomfort or unpleasantness. You
never know what they’re going through, so try
and be compassionate and help one another.
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Once upon a time, in the villages and cities of Guatemala, a young and beautiful
woman, with eyes as blue as the sky, walked around sharing her knowledge about
love and passion. Everyone called her Tatuana. After traveling for some time, she
settles down in a small village and opens a business where she sold her potions
and spells to men and women. All these brews and incantations helped many
people to find love and, in some way, make it last “forever”.

The word was on the street, and the woman made a reputation for herself. Some
high priest heard about this and decided to go after her. The Inquisition caught
her and decided to execute her in front of the whole village.

The night before the execution, she was put into a small prison room. The woman
was very upset with the church and there, she decided to make a pact with the

devil. If The Prince of Darkness let her escape, she would give her soul to him. The
only thing she was carrying with her was a small piece of chalk. With it, she drew
a little boat on the wall. This boat came to life and on it, she went flying through
the bars. The woman was never found again.
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This legend is a popular and good example of how the legends from
my country have many ghosts in them. | tried to find or think about a
less spooky or child-like story, but the Guatemalan elders were big
believers of ghosts and the souls which lived in the purgatory. The
Catholic influence from the Spanish Conquest is engraved in our
history, and with it come all these legends which appeal to be aware
from the Devil and dark spirits. Old people use these stories to scare
the kids and make them behave well. With simple and funny sayings
like “be good or at night, La Tatuana will come to get you” they scare
kids and almost immediately, the kids will change their attitude and
try to be better.
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