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World Heritage Sites in Seville, Andalusia, Spain
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Spain is known for many things: for its food, its festivals, its landscapes, its artists, its
writers... but did you know that the south of Spain has a lot of influence from the Arab,
Visigoth and Roman culture? There are 8 World Heritage Sites in Andalusia, 3 of them in
Seville, where we can learn the rich and old history of Andalusia, the southernmost autono-
mous community in Peninsular Spain and where | come from. It’s said that Seville has a

special color, let’s see some of the buildings that make it so incredible!
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We can start with the Real Alcazar of Seville. This place is a palace, a residence for Arab
and Castilian royal families. It’s used even nowadays, so it’s recognized as the royal palace
that have been used from the oldest period of time of all Europe. The Alcazar started to be
build in the 10th century. It has had a lot of extensions, the biggest ones being done when
Seville was the capital of the Almohad Caliphate —they surged where nowadays is Moroc-
co—. For example, a very large garden courtyard, now known as the Patio del Crucero.

During this time was also build a mosque in the north of the Alcazar, now known as the

Seville Cathedral.
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There are many items where we can recognize the Arab architecture: the multifoil arches,
the geometrical decorations, and the patios, which had a lot of influence in Andalusia. The
patios are garden courtyard, and in that time, it was a place to represent the hospitality of
the host and its richness. Always contain a water element, as it’s the symbol of pureness in

the Arab culture.

Seville was conquered in 1248 by Fernando Il of Castile and the Christians, and the
Alcazar was taken by the Castilian monarchs. It went under significant reconstructions,
replacing many of the Islamic items for gothic-style ones. For example, it has another
palace inside the Alcazar itself called the gothic palace, and the upstairs Sala de las Bovedas
and the Banos de Maria de Padilla has its gothic style preserved until nowadays. There are

gothic style vaults and pointed arches that can be seen around the Alcazar too.
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Another incredible building that is registered as a World Heritage Site is the Cathedral of
Saint Mary of the See, better known as the Seville Cathedral. This cathedral is the biggest
gothic cathedral, the biggest catholic cathedral and the third biggest temple of the world.
This cathedral was a mosque before it was converted to the Catholicism, so its floor plan is a
mosque and one of the most important items it has is the Giralda tower, which first was
used as minaret. The cathedral was completed in the 16th century, but the mosque itself,
without the renovations, was finished in the 1198. It and has three styles inside: Moorish,
gothic and renaissance. Here is an interest fact: the Arabs knew there are few but very
strong earthquake in this area, so the build a special earthquake system to avoid big damag-
es in this building. Still, it’s registered that three big earthquake manage to damage this

place, but it could have been way worst if not of this protection system.

Its prayer hall consisted of seventeen aisles oriented southward, perpendicular to its qibla
wall. When Fernando Il conquered Seville, it changed to suit Christian worship practices.
Its gothic phase comes after 1401, and it had changes to demonstrate the city’s wealth. The
reforms were done during a whole century, as stained-glass windows, the enormous retable
and the cimborrio —crossing lantern—. Centuries later will be also added elements of

Renaissance and Plateresque style.
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The third place that is registered by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site in Seville is the
Archivo General de Indias. This place is the repository of extremely valuable archival docu-
ments where we can learn about the history of Spain during its Spanish Empire era. The
building is an example of the famous Spanish Renaissance architecture, and was designed

by Juan de Herrera, one of the most outstanding Spanish architects in the 16th century.

These are the three World Heritage Sites that we can find in Seville, but | have to say that
this is not the only places that should be visited if one goes there. Seville, as other cities of
Andalusia which beauty are as incredible as Seville, can offer us a walk through different
cultures living together. With these amazing places, its culture, its people, its food and its

special color, I'm sure that if you ever go there, you'll love it!
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andi Prambanan

Indonesia dikenal dengan sebutan “Negeri Seribu Candi”, terdapat 10 candi di kepulauan
Indonesia yang kaya akan sejarah dan budaya serta telah diakui dunia! Candi ini merupakan
peninggalan sejarah yang menarik. Candi-candi yang ada di Indonesia sebagian besar mer-

upakan peninggalan kerajaan Hindu dan Budha.

Candi Prambanan merupakan bangunan candi Hindu terbesar di Indonesia, dibangun
pada abad ke 9 Masehi pada masa pemerintahan Sri MahaRaja Rakai Pikatan dari Kerajaan
Mataram kuno, menjadi saksi perkembangan kebudayaan Hindu Indonesia dan menjadi
teladan keindahan alam. Arsitektur klasik Jawa juga menjadi bukti penting adanya hubun-

gan budaya antara India dan Jawa pada masa itu.

Candi Prambanan sendiri mempunyai legenda dunia yang diceritakan secara turun tem-
urun, Berbicara tentang Candi Prambanan pasti kita akan teringat dengan kisah legenda
Putri Roro jonggrang. Konon Putri Roro jonggrang adalah nama putri raja saat itu, dan ia
menolak menikah dengan raksasa bernama Bandung Bondowoso. Putri Jonggrang mengaju-
kan syarat kepada Bondowoso, memintanya untuk membangun 1.000 candi atau patung
dalam satu malam. Bondowoso menyetujuinya, dan ia mendapat bantuan para jin dan dalam
semalam telah membangun 999 candi. Ketika mereka mulai membangun yang terakhir,
Putri Jonggrang yang tidak ingin menikah dengan Bondowoso, jadi sang putri dan para
dayanngnnya menyalakan api di sebelah timur dan Sebagian lainnya membunyikan lesung

dan menebarkan bunga yang wangi .
tujuannya agar ayam lekas bangun dan berkokok. Benar saja,ayam Jantan terbangun dan

berkokok ini membuat para jin yang merupakan bala tantara mengira bahwa pagi telah tiba

dan tidak ada lagi kuil yang bisa dibangun, namun kuil terakhir belum selesai.
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Puttri Jonggrang langsung menghitung jumlah kuil saat itu. Bondovoso sangat marah
ketika mengetahui bahwa semua itu ulah dari putri Jonggrang. Dia menatap dengan tajam,
menunjuk ke arah Putri Jonggrang dan mengutuk, “Candi terakhir Kamulah yang menyele-
saikannya.” Tiba-tiba, Putri Jonggrang berubah menjadi patung batu, menjadi Arca
ke-1000. Di akhir cerita, Putri Jonggrang berada di sisi utara Candi Prambanan, dipahat
seperti patung Durga, permaisuri Siwa. Candi-candi yang dihancurkan Bondovoso sebanyak

999 itu diberi nama candi sewu yang berarti “ Candi seribu’”.

Candi Prambanan adalah salah satu peninggalan Sejarah yang paling megah dan memu-
kau, kekayaan sejarah dan keindahannya yang tiada duanya. Dinding candi dihiasi dengan
relief yang menakjubkan, dan struktur arsitekturnya yang tinggi dan anggun mencerminkan
keterampilan para arsitek dan seniman masa lalu. Mari kita berramai ramai mengunjungi

dan melihat kemegahan Candi bersejarah tersebut!
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